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22 CFR Ch. VII (4–1–15 Edition) § 706.21 

§ 706.21 Requester categories. 
Requester category means one of five 

categories that agencies place request-
ers in for the purpose of determining 
whether a requester will be charged 
fees for search, review and duplication. 
This is separate from a fee waiver, 
which waives any fees charged. Fee 
waivers are covered in § 706.24. 

(a) A Commercial Use request is a re-
quest that asks for information for a 
use or a purpose that furthers a com-
mercial, trade, or profit interest, which 
can include furthering those interests 
through litigation. 

(b) An Educational Use request is one 
made on behalf of an educational insti-
tution, defined as any school that oper-
ates a program of scholarly research. A 
requester in this category must show 
that the request is authorized by, and 
is made under the auspices of, a quali-
fying institution and that the records 
are not sought for a commercial use, 
but rather are sought to further schol-
arly research. Records requested for 
the intention of fulfilling credit re-
quirements are not considered to be 
sought for an educational institution’s 
use. 

(c) A Noncommercial Scientific Insti-
tution Use request is a request made on 
behalf of a noncommercial scientific 
institution, defined as an institution 
that is not operated on a ‘‘commercial’’ 
basis, as defined in paragraph (a) of 
this section, and that is operated solely 
for the purpose of conducting scientific 
research, the results of which are not 
intended to promote any particular 
product or industry. A requester in this 
category must show that the request is 
authorized by and is made under the 
auspices of a qualifying institution and 
that the records are sought to further 
scientific research and not for a com-
mercial use. 

(d) A News Media Request is a re-
quest made by a representative of the 
news media in that capacity. A rep-
resentative of the news media is de-
fined as any person or entity that ac-
tively gathers information of potential 
interest to a segment of the public, 
uses its editorial skills to turn the raw 
materials into a distinct work, and dis-
tributes that work to an audience. The 
term ‘‘news’’ means information that 
is about current events or that would 

be of current interest to the public. Ex-
amples of news media entities include 
television or radio stations that broad-
cast news to the public at large and 
publishers of periodicals that dissemi-
nate news and make their products 
available through a variety of means to 
the general public. A request for 
records that supports the news-dis-
semination function of the requester 
shall not be considered to be for a com-
mercial use. ‘‘Freelance’’ journalists 
who demonstrate a solid basis for ex-
pecting publication through a news 
media entity shall be considered as 
working for that entity. A publishing 
contract would provide the clearest 
evidence that publication is expected; 
however, OPIC shall also consider a re-
quester’s past publication record in 
making this determination. OPIC’s de-
cision to grant a requester media sta-
tus will be made on a case-by-case 
basis based upon the requester’s in-
tended use. 

(e) All Other Requesters is any re-
quest made for a use not covered by 
paragraphs (a) through (d) of this sec-
tion. 

§ 706.22 Fees charged. 

(a) In responding to FOIA requests, 
OPIC will charge the following fees un-
less a waiver or reduction of fees has 
been granted under § 706.24. 

(1) Search. (i) Search fees shall be 
charged for all requests subject to the 
restrictions of paragraph (b) of this 
section. 

(ii) For each hour spent by personnel 
searching for requested records, includ-
ing electronic searches that do not re-
quire new programming, the fees will 
be as follows: Professional—$41.50; and 
administrative—$33.50. 

(iii) Requesters will be charged the 
direct costs associated with conducting 
any search that requires the creation 
of a new program to locate the re-
quested records. 

(iv) For requests that require the re-
trieval of records stored at a Federal 
records center operated by the Na-
tional Archives and Records Adminis-
tration (NARA), additional costs shall 
be charged in accordance with the 
Transactional Billing Rate Schedule 
established by NARA. 
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